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John Hudak’s report provides valuable insight into the challenges of legalized retail sale of marijuana. 

Colorado has taken on the unique status of becoming the first state to allow such freedom in the growth and sale of 

marijuana. Hudak discusses the importance Colorado will have on the future of drug policies in the country and 

describes how Colorado’s programs will serve as a template for other states currently considering similar policies. 

He documents the obstacles that Colorado has overcome, those that they continue to work on, and the successes 

they have had in the implementation of the new policies. 
 

Hudak’s analysis is well researched and clearly presented. He cites Colorado’s own state reports and 

constitution in his discussion of various state initiated programs. Hudak also uses interviews with several officials 

involved in the implementation process to present the outcomes of said programs. He shows an optimistic outlook 

on the future of the implementation process while maintaining a clear and objective stance throughout the report. 

He does not address the public health effects of marijuana, a major concern of those who oppose the legalization 

of marijuana. This limits the scope of his article, but does not detract from the information he does choose to 

present. 
 

Hudak’s report proves itself extremely valuable to my research on the effects that marijuana legalization 

has had in Colorado and the impact this will have on the continued development of legalization throughout the 

country. His assessment of the programs in Colorado helps readers gain an understanding of the beginnings of a 

new trend in marijuana policy and the future of marijuana in America for years to come. Additionally, his remarks 

regarding the obstacles Colorado still has to overcome are particularly pertinent and display the many challenges 

that come along with such a groundbreaking endeavor. 


